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Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association (CADFA)

Who we are and what we do

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association is a Camden organisation dedicated to promoting
human rights in Abu Dis, a Palestinian town in the East Jerusalem suburb that is currently
divided from Jerusalem by the Separation Wall. Along with others in Palestine, people in

Abu Dis suffer abuses of human rights as a result of the illegal Israeli occupation and its
practices, for example the construction of the Wall. We are promoting friendship links and
twinning because we believe this is an effective way to draw the human rights situation in Abu
Dis to the attention of people in Camden and to work with others locally to do something
about it.

Our objects are in the appendix.

CADFA came into being during 2004, was constituted as a charity in June 2005 and gained
recognition as a charity in January 2006. In its first four or five years, CADFA has grown very
strongly for a small organisation.

Our work falls into four main areas:

- Visits and volunteers

- Information: public meetings, publications and the website
- Links groups and projects with Abu Dis

- Campaign work including urgent actions

In 2008-9, we made good progress in all of these areas. This report draws attention to some of
our main achievements this year.

There is further detail about CADFA and our activities on our website, Www.camdenabudis.net
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CADFA achievements 2008-9

CADFA urgent actions

As a human rights organisation, an important area of our work is raising as issues the violations
of human rights that affect individuals and the community in Abu Dis and Palestine. We took up
the issues that affected the people of Abu Dis together — including the issues of land
expropriation, ethnic cleansing in Jerusalem and the Israeli attack on Gaza. We also organised
urgent action campaigns about a number of individual cases including

Dakhlalah Dakhlalah who was beaten in the street and arrested

Mohammed Saleh Mohsen who is seriouisly ill in prison and not permitted to see his
family

Mohammed Erigat who was shot and arrested

Hamam Mohsen who was shot in the street and very seriously injured

Mariam Ayyad, an Abu Dis grandmother, who was killed in her house during an invasion
by Israeli soldiers.

We sent letters and information to our representatives at Camden, national and European level;
and met with those representatives. We wrote to Tony Blair in his job as Middle East
representative for the Quartet, asking to meet him to show the situation in Abu Dis, and in
particular to talk about the big land expropriations this year - but did not get an answer. We wrote
a number of times to the Israeli authorities and usually had no response, although we have one
letter from them referring to “countless letters” that they had received as a result of a mass letter-
writing campaign we organised about Abdul Wahab Sabbah’s right to travel.

As well as letter-writing campaigns, we organised presentations of letters to our government and
the European government, street activities and public meetings on the issues and continued our
child-prisoner adoption campaign.

It is hard to measure achievement in this area as the human rights situation in Palestine
continues to worsen. However we were told by contacts in B'tselem and the Red Cross that
individual violations of human rights in Abu Dis are now sometimes noted and investigated when
they are ignored in other places.

We have had some small individual achievements — for example following our letters to MEPs,
Mohammed Erigat’s family were able to see him in hospital and later in prison, and the ban on the
travel of Abdul Wahab Sabbah was reversed.

It is an important achievement for us that people in and around Camden are more aware of the
human rights situation in Palestine now, and certainly our work is having an effect on that level.

“Voices from Abu Dis”

We were proud to produce a second book, published on Human Rights Day. “Voices from Abu
Dis” ! is a testament to the hard work we have been doing with the people of Abu Dis in the past
four or five years, and has been well-received. The book includes Abu Dis people’s stories of

! 1Eds Nandita Dowson and Abdul Wahab Sabbah, ISBNB%9856136-1-6
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experiences of human rights violations and also maps, resources and commentary intended to be
useful for education and human rights campaigning.

Education links and school twinning

This year saw strong development in the links between Abu Dis and Camden schools. The first
Abu Dis teachers’ visit to Camden schools in October 2008 built upon the work done by the
Camden teachers’ visit in 2007 and the visits of Abu Dis school children each year since 2006.
Plans were made too for the second visit of Camden teachers to Abu Dis schools: a visit
organised

by CADFA with the British Council and education authorities at both ends.

Four pairs of Camden and Abu Dis schools have decided to make formal twinning links:

- Hampstead — Abu Dis Boys

- South Camden — Abu Dis UNRWA School

- Maria Fidelis — Abu Dis UNRWA School

- Edith Neville — Abu Dis Elementary School

These links have been supported by CADFA in many ways: we have provided resources,
information, trouble-shooting, encouragement and advice at both ends, helped with
communication, translation, the installation of the internet at Abu Dis Boys’ and with English
language support for the staff there; made an education newsletter for teachers in both places in
English and Arabic each term, and been involved in talks and special events in schools at both
ends.

Abu Dis youth films

During this year we raised money for a training course for young people in order for them to learn
to make short films about their lives. This was organised in Dar Assadaga Community Centre and
led by Anis Barghouthi of the Young Filmmakers’ Project in Palestine. It was a great experience
for the young people involved, and the two films that were made — “The New Map of Abu Dis”
(based on a story by one of the Dar Assadaga women'’s committee) and “The Great Wall of
Palestine”(presenting the Separation Wall in an ironic way as one of the wonders of the world)-
have now been shown several times in Camden

Dar Assadaga, Abu Dis

We have continued to support and work closely with the Dar Assadaga (Friendship House)
Community Centre in Abu Dis. During this year, the project moved to a bigger building in order to
house the number of classes and groups which are making it one of the most lively places in Abu
Dis. CADFA support a music teacher there, encourage the dabkeh and drama groups, send
volunteers for the English classes and youth summer camps. The CADFA co-ordinator in Abu Dis
uses the centre as a base for information meetings with CADFA visitors and other groups about
the human rights situation in the local area.

Youth visit 2008

Summer 2008 saw the results of another big fundraising project, and we were able to bring our
third group of Abu Dis youngsters to meet Camden youngsters. This year, the group were all girls
from the UNRWA School who had been working with the CADFA music teacher, and they sang
Palestinian songs in schools and youth clubs across Camden. Their visit included a public
meeting about Palestinian refugees and a fundraising concert in a local church. A group of
Camden school students were involved in the visit as special buddies to the Palestinian young
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people, and in the months following, they have continued to meet and to work towards another
visit, which will happen in summer 2009.

Music visit 2009

We are excited by the music developments that CADFA has enabled in both Camden and Abu
Dis, which show our aim to work together in respect for each other’s traditions and creativity. The
CADFA music teacher has continued to work in Abu Dis, and this year has seen two visits of Abu
Dis musicians to Camden: the young people in the summer, who came with oud-player Ahmed
Erigat, and a visit in February of the “Camden Band” (Dr Abdullah Abu Hilal, voice, Rajai Ayyad,
nye, Fadi Rumman, keyboard). The band played to great acclaim in Rosslyn Hill Chapel,
Camden, and also in concerts in Lewisham, Southampton and Bristol. This also helped us to
encourage other groups to develop twinning links with places in Palestine as a way of focusing on
human rights issues. In Camden, meanwhile, the “Saddaqga Trio” have been joined by others who
are interested in using music to raise the profile of the human rights issue.

Health money for Gaza

The Camden Clinic was opened two years ago with the help of CADFA originally to provide
emergency services which had been cut off by the Separation Wall. This year, a new 24-hour
emergency health centre was opened at the Al Mugassed Clinic inAbu Dis. The Camden Clinic
continues to be useful as it is run through the co-operation of doctors with different specialisms
and provides care for people in need of these specialisms and also people without Palestinian
health insurance. This year, this work has enabled the doctors working there to raise some much-
needed money for medicines. The doctors at the Camden Clinic are particularly keen to open a
diabetic clinic there when enough money has been raised, because owing to dietand high levels
of stress, diabetes is a major disease in Palestine.

This year, however, the main focus of CADFA'’s fund-raising for health has been to raise money
for health relief in Gaza, during and after the Israeli attack on the Gaza Strip in December-
January. Through appeals and fundraising concerts, CADFA raised a total of over £3,800 for
Gaza. Some of this was sent to Medical Aid for Palestinians (from the Lewisham concert) and all
the rest was sent to Gaza via the Abu Dis Committee, which bought medicines from Palestinian
medicine companies in Birzeit and sent them to Gaza with Palestinian Health Relief.

Women'’s links

The Camden women'’s links group has strengthened this year and has worked together with the
Calthorpe Project in King’s Cross. The group maintained contact with the women'’s group at Dar
Assadaga in Abu Dis and raised some money to develop the garden and children’s playspace
there. A women'’s visit from Camden went to Abu Dis in May 2009, and their visit to women’s
centres across the West Bank was co-ordinated by the Dar Assadaga Women'’s Group, which is
now taking a bigger role in welcoming and guiding visitors to Abu Dis.

CADFA organised the Britain Palestine Twinning Network’s women'’s visit from Palestine to
Britain in March 2009 which took ten Palestinian women on a speaking tour of many towns
across the country from Brighton to Newcastle and Bristol to Cambridge. The high point of the
Camden part of the tour was an International Women'’s Day event, held at the same time in Abu
Dis and Camden. Among many other activities in each place, there was an opportunity for groups
of women at each end to use a Skype link to communicate directly with each other.
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Links to the Al Quds University in Abu Dis.

CADFA continued to work with the lecturers and students at Al Quds university in a number of
ways, taking visitors there regularly, sending volunteers to help teaching English and working in
the humanitarian law centre. Student links between Camden students’ unions and the union at Al
Quds University, Abu Dis, developed well during this year. CADFA uses its good links at both
ends to support and help the unions to maintain contact, particularly over the ends of the
academic years when the student groups change. The visits that CADFA organises and the
meetings at the Camden universities are also important in building interest; in the November 2008
visit, three students were among the Palestinian visitors and in the March 2009 women'’s visit,
four students including two from Al Quds in Abu Dis. This year, a second student union (at UCL)
joined the student union at SOAS in making formal twinning links with the student union at Al
Quds University.

Visits and volunteers to Abu Dis

Organising visits from Palestine to Britain and in the other direction is very time-consuming both
in fund-raising and in organising and supporting the visits, but such visits are a very useful way of
understanding in Britain of the human rights situation in Palestine and encouraging involvement in
our work by all sorts of people. We have therefore worked very hard on this, and have had very
good feedback from the visits that we organised.

During 2008-9 we organised the following visits:

To Palestine:

- women'’s visit, May 08;

- summer visit, July-August 08;

- twinning visit, November 08

- In addition, we organised visits and arranged tours, welcomes and information for a number
of individual visitors to Abu Dis.

To Britain:

- youth visit, June 08

- teachers’ visit, October 09,

- twinning visit touring Britain, November 08,

- music visit, February 09,

- Twinning women'’s visit touring Britain, March 09,
- planning visit for summer youth project, March 09

We have also continued to find and work with volunteers to go to Abu Dis. Volunteers during the
school year usually stay in Abu Dis for three months, and during the summer youth camp,
volunteers usually stay for four weeks. This year the volunteers provided extra English language
teaching in Abu Dis schools, community centres including Dar Assadaga, input to the law school
at the Al Quds University and to various youth activities. The volunteers helped to support
CADFA projects at the Abu Dis end, helping for example with communication between the
women’s groups at both ends, and the communication between linked schools.

Abu Dis guesthouse

We now take many visitors and volunteers to Abu Dis. The two hotels in Abu Dis are now closed,
one because the Wall which cuts the hotel from Jerusalem made it uneconomic to run, and the
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other, the CIliff Hotel, was taken over by the Israeliarmy a few years ago. This year we rented a
flat in Abu Dis and equipped it as a guesthouse so that there is somewhere for the volunteers and
visitors to stay. This has proved to be popular with guests and has taken the pressure off families
in Abu Dis.

Website and communication.

We continue to put effort into our website, and to this are now added a Facebook group, cards, a
calendar (this year with an education links theme), and new information leaflets on issues
including settlements, Gaza, environment and refugees. We provide regular updates for a big
mailing list and also for our local representatives at council, MP and MEP level. We note that our
name appears to be known and respected by a growing number of people at both ends, and this
year we have provided speakers for local organisations including schools and colleges, national
organisations including trade unions and for twinning groups in other parts of the country.

Work with other groups and the Twinning Network

We continue to play an active part in the Britain Palestine Twinning Network and to co-operate
with other twinning groups both in Britain and in Palestine.This year we have run two visits to
Palestine and two visits to Britain on behalf of the Network, visited twinning groups across
Palestine at other times, helped to organise the national twinning conference in Camden in
November 08, and made preparations for the Palestinian national twinning conference in Abu Dis
in April 09. We are committed to helping new groups to develop and have sent speakers on
twinning to other places including Liverpool and Newcastle.

Fundraising and special events

Fundraising has had to be a main preoccupation this year. We raise money from a variety of
sources — appeals, sales, funding bids etc, - and we have had successes, among them a grant
from the Barry Amiel and Norman Melburn Trust for our human rights work2 and one from the
European Union (Youth in Action 3.1) for our fourth youth visit which will be in summer 2009. We
are also grateful to individuals and groups who have organised fundraising activities for us,
among them a group of women in Hertfordshire who organised a games night to raise money for
the youth visit, the Camden young people who ran a table-top sale, Nita Dhinsa who ran the Paris
half-marathon, Sisters United UK who had a fundraising ball for CADFA, and several fundraising
events at Hampstead School. Thank you all.

Despite these successes, fundraising continues to be a major concern as we seek increased and
secure funding to match the needs of our growing organisation.

The first CADFA conference

We held our first conference in April 2008, with keynote speeches from Prof Manuel Hassassian
(Palestinian ambassador), Baroness Jenny Tonge (who has seen some of our work in Palestine
as well as Britain), Amjad Taha from Nakba 60, and film of our work as well as a number of
workshops. The conference informed participants about the situation in Abu Dis and about the
many CADFA activities and motivated and prepared us for the work of the year; we resolved to
have another conference next year.
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Human rights context 2008-9
Sixty years of human rights

2008 was for the people of Palestine the sixtieth anniversary of the Nakba when many were
made to leave their homes in the part of Palestine that then became Israel. It was also the sixtieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Unfortunately during this year, the
urgency of defending the human rights of people in Abu Dis and Palestine has been underlined
by a number of serious developments to which CADFA has responded in a number of ways.

Violations of human rights in Abu Dis

The CADFA human rights reports that we put on our website every month in English and Arabic
(see www.camdenabudis.net/humanrightsrepiadd a continuing story of human rights violations:
army violence, prohibition from travel, arrests, expropriation of property etc. There are about
seventy prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails and about a third of them are children.

The very worst individual violations were the following:

- In September, Maryam Ayyad (aged 58) was killed during an invasion into her house by
Israeli soldiers. CADFA organised a protest vigil and later a memorial for Maryam.

- In December, Mohammed Eriqat (aged 17) was shot and seriously wounded by Israeli
soldiers, who later extracted a confession from him on his hospital bed and took him to prison.
CADFA raised this with our MEPs who were able to raise it at the European Union level,
and this appears to have helped to gain his parents the right to visit him in hospital —
though he was later taken to prison from the hospital.

- Also in December, Hamam Mohsen (aged 17) was shot in the back of the head by Israeli
soldiers, and was for some time in a coma and in a dangerous condition. We are very
pleased to say that he seems determined to get better, although he is still unable to move
his right side and his speech is badly affected.

These violations were part of a systematic pressure on the Palestinians that is making it very hard
for them to live a normal life. CADFA has written to the Israeli authorities about a number of the
violations but the typical response is no answer. The army beatings of boys in the Abu Dis Boys’
School in 2007 were raised to the level of an enquiry, but the enquiry was then abandoned.

Gaza

In December 08 to January 09, the Israelis conducted a terrifying war on the people of the Gaza
Strip. This provoked outcries in Abu Dis and three young men were shot by the Israeli army
during demonstrations in the town, including Hamam Mohsen (above). Town people put out an
appeal for humanitarian help for people in Gaza to which CADFA contributed, providing medical
supplies (above). Along with the UN and other agencies, CADFA called for urgent investigation
and prosecution for war crimes, and drew attention to this in a number of ways: the music visit to
Britain in February, “die-ins” in Camden, letters to MPs and MEPS, organising petition letters from
audiences at talks across the country during the women'’s visit to be given both to the British
government and the European Union.
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Expansion of settlements and Judaisation of Jerusalem.

At the time that the world’s attention was drawn to Gaza, Israel’s land expropriations and
settlement-building around Jerusalem, and the creation of an infrastructure for the settlements —
for example a new tramwaythe pressure on Palestinians to leave Jerusalem have

been escalating. The people of Abu Dis suffer badly from this. CADFA has attempted to raise the
local awareness of the importance of this issue through public meetings and the publication of a
leaflet on the issue.

The EU Israel Trade Agreement

Action needs to be taken to prevent these systematic violations of human rights. CADFA has has
spoken to local MPs and MEPs about Atrticle 2 of the EU-Israel Trade Agreement which should
ensure that parties to the agreement respect human rights and has organised letter-writing on this
subject. We believe that suspension of the Trade Agreement until the Palestinians’ human rights
are protected could provide an effective sanction.
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CADFA's future
Our achievements so far

During this year, we have continued to grow. We have continued in all our areas of activity and
achieved all the activities we aimed for in our last report’.

Our number of activities, the number of people that they have reached both in Camden and Abu
Dis, our paid membership, have all grown. We appear to be better-known both within Camden
and outside it. More Camden and Abu Dis organisations are involved with our work. We have
many requests at both ends for information and advice and we are also getting thanks, support
and offers of help.

Our work appears to be having an effect in Camden on people’s awareness of human rights
issues in Palestine. For example, the headteacher of the Abu Dis UNRWA School, who visited
Camden schools in 2006 and then again in 2008, reported that the responses to her and the
awareness of Palestine were much better than they had been two years previously.

However for the people of Abu Dis and Palestine, it has been a very poor year for human rights:

dramatic violations have continued on a regular basis. Visitors from Camden to Abu Dis (though

they are encouraged by the activities of our organisation) are always shocked to discover the life
that Palestinians are forced to live.Though we can be proud of what we have done, the reasons

for action remain very strong, and we must continue with the work we are doing.

A secure financial basis

We have grown financially through this year as well. The amount contributed by supporters
through standing orders has increased as has our grant income and earned income. We have
hadclear successes in fundraising. Our income in the first few years of CADFA has been as
follows:

CADFA income from all sources:
2005-6 = £7,323

2006-7 =£19,734

2007-8 = £44,218

2008-2009 = 83,375

We had some problems this year as the pound sterling has dropped in value against

other currencies, and we have not been successful in all the large funding bids we have made..
We have continued to fund the co-ordinator post in Abu Dis, although the standing orders that
funded it initially now no longer cover the full cost.

ZA year ago, we wrote: “We hope that next year will see great strides forward in each of [our]
areas of work ... Among many other things we aim to

- Publish a book of Voices from Abu Dis

- Bring a group of teachers from Abu Dis to Camden

- Organise an academic visit to Abu Dis

- And train children in Abu Dis to make a film about their lives.”

(We did not run a specific academic visit to Abu Dis but we arranged three group visits to
Palestine which included academics.)

11
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In relation to the post in Camden that we planned to build, we have made progress and we have
managed to fund a part of what is needed. Our activities are currently co-ordinated by a part-time
paid person on a temporary contract. However, we are still struggling to make this a secure
position and we have not so far achieved the funding break-through we need in order to advertise
the full-time post.

Looking ahead

Among many other things we want to do:

- Run another conference on an education links theme
- Produce a youth links calendar
- Bring a fourth group of young people from Abu Dis to Camden in summer 2009
- Run another teachers’ visit to Abu Dis and strengthen the twinning links between the Abu
Dis and Camden schools
- Print our environment and refugee leaflets
- Work with the Camden lecturers’ unions to strengthen academic links between the Al
Quds University and the universities in Camden
- Run a course in Abu Dis to help with public speaking on visits to Britain

We are not short of good ideas, and we have the experience, skills, contacts and determination to
make this another year of exciting growth, but we also have to strengthen the structure of CADFA
in order to secure the future of our area of work. We said last year that “Ideally by now with our
volume of work we need two posts and an office in Camden, and two in Abu Dis (where we have
an office in Dar Assadaga), but it is of urgent importance that we should manage to fund at least
one full-time post in Camden and keep our co-ordinator post going in Abu Dis.” We must achieve
this during 2009-10 if we are to keep up our level of work.

We thank our members and supporters for all they ha  ve done over the past year, and also
ask you all for your help and good ideas in ordert  hat we can develop CADFA
successfully.

Please see the item below on “how you can help CADF  A’- and we look forward to working
with you during the next year.

12
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Appendices
CADFA's objects

CADFA'’s objects are to promote human rights (as set out in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and subsequent United Nations conventions and declarations) and respect
for international humanitarian law in the area of Abu Dis, a region of Palestine, by all or
any of the following means:

- Raising awareness of human rights and humanitarian issues relevant to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict in general and to the situation of Abu Dis in patrticular;

- Researching and monitoring abuses of human rights and infringements of humanitarian
law in Abu Dis;

- Educating the public about human rights and humanitarian law;

- Promoting public support for human rights and the observance of humanitarian law;

- Working to eliminate abuses of human rights and infringements of humanitarian law in Abu
Dis;

- Working to obtain and promote redress for the victims of human rights abuses and
infringements of humanitarian law in Abu Dis and their families;

- Providing support to and relieving need among the victims of human rights abuses and
infringements of humanitarian law and their families, in Abu Dis.

CADFA's trustees 2008-9

Diarmaid Ward, Chair [trustee till January 2009, then replaced Nandita Dowson as Chair]
Cristina Piccoli, Secretary

Carmel Elwell, Treasurer

Nandita Dowson [Chair till January 2009]

Luca Salice
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CADFA annual accounts 2008-9

2008 /09

4,250

4,250

375
53,829
1,863
26
27,282

83,375

30,642
3,183
7,137
1,463
407
3,622
-255
3,076

23,518

72,793

10,582

2007 /08

Balances Brought Forward 3,601
Reallocation
Revised Balance Brought Forward 3,601
RECEIPTS £
Memberships 610
Fundraising and Donations 36,057
Gift Aid Received 1,402
Bank Interest Received 51
Travellers to Palestine 4,747
Management of Visits to & from Palestine 1,350

44,218
PAYMENTS

£

Visits to & from Palestine 16,571
Events 710
Projects 4,760
Publications & Printing 1,143
Advertising 651
Purchases 4,465
Bank charges /exchange costs/ gains 130
Other Running Costs 1,945
Staff costs 13,194

43,569
Surplus / Deficit for Year 649
Surplus Carried Forward £4,250

£14,832

14
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BALANCE SHEET

As At As At
31 March 31 March
2008 2009
£ £
UK Bank Balances 2,648.35 14,275.54
Palestine Bank Balances 338.91 747.58
Cash in hand or in transit 1,262.31 -191.33
Net Assets £4,249.57 £14,831.79
Surplus at 1 April 3,601.04 4,249.57
Surplus for the Year 648.53 10,582.22
Surplus at 31 March £4,249.57 £14,831.79
Represented by:
UK Bank Account 2,648.35 14,275.54
Al Quds sterling account 311.93 54.25
Al Quds NIS account 26.98 693.33
Sabby cash held 1,000.00 0.00
NIS held by Abed 12.31 943.67
Balance on N Dowson expense account 250.00 -1,135.00
4,249.57 14,831.79

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

Staff Costs
Staff costs cover remuneration paid to a co-ordinator in Abu Dis and
a part-time, temporary fundraiser / co-ordinator in Camden.

Related Party Transactions
The part-time, temporary fundraiser / co- ordinator is a Trustee of CADFA and was paid a
total of £16,275 in the year under a contract of employment.

Accumulated Surplus

The surplus carried forward at the end of the year includes funding received in 2008/09
in respect of a youth visit project which covered the period from March to June 2009.

L1 $%& (! ) # $%&(!

*+&1, %#$ +

15



Organisations that supported CADFA in 2008-9

Thank you for your support to many individuals and to the following organisations:
- Aimimage Films

- Amnesty St John's Wood Branch

- A.M. Qattan Foundation

- Barry Amiel and Norman Melburn Trust

- Brighton-Tubas Friendship Group

- British Council

- British Shalom Salaam Trust

- Calthorpe Community Centre, Gray’s Inn Rd WC1

- Holy Cross Church, Cromer Street, WC1

- Interpal

- King's Cross and Brunswick Neighbourhood Associatio n
- The London Group

- Phoenicia, Kentish Town Road NW5

- Rideau Lakes Publishing

- Rosslyn Hill Unitarian Chapel, NW3

- Sisters United UK

- Torriano Meeting House NW5

- Unison UCLH

- The Welfare Association

- Youth in Action 3.1 (European Union): for Youth Amb  assadors for Human Rights
Project 2009

Some main events 2008-9

April 08 — Public meeting on prisoners; prisoners’ day demo; CADFA conference

May 08- Children’s day event; Palestine demonstration; women'’s visit to Palestine;

June 08 — children’s visit from Palestine, public meeting on refugees, concert, International Youth
Festival

July 08 — summer visit to Palestine, fundraising meal and AGM

September 08- memorial for Mariam Ayyad

October 08- Abu Dis teacher visit to Camden, meeting at Institute of Education, CADFA birthday
party

November 08 — showing of Abu Dis youth films with Ken Loach

December 08 — Public meeting for Human Rights Day, Voices from Abu Dis published

Jan 09 — Showing of Abu Dis kids’ flms, demonstrations against the war on Gaza

February 09 — Musicians from Abu Dis — several concerts

March 09 — Women from Palestine visit across Britain, International Women’s Day event, Nita
Dhinsa’s charity run, Sisters United charity ball
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To whom it may concern

Subject: Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association
Date: 11,08 2008

This is to vouch for the work of Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association which
has been in existence for four years, and in that space of time has made #solf
into a very useful support for the human rights of the Palestinian peopie.

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association have shown the effectiveness of
twinning with Palesting as a way of campaigning for Palestinian rights. It has
worked energetically at a local levet to brng information to Britain about the
situation of the Palestinian pecple, and has developed 3 new model which is
proving fo be effective.

Fart of its work has been to organise many sfective visits of people fram Abu
D5 to Britain during the past three years — this has included three groups of
children, three groups of women and severai other visits. These visitors mest
people at the grassroot level in Entain: speak in schools and universities and
other organisations to thousands of people, and fogether with speakers fram
CADFA who demonstrated the success of their work, persuaded many new
pecple o become active on the issue of Palestine.

Camden Abu Dis also runs regular themed tours of Palestine to witness the
situation on the ground. They work widely with all soris of organizations to
bring information and encourage the participation of people in Britain to work
for Palestinian rights. Their Education Links is particularly inspiring - they
have encouraged two pairs of schools 1o twin, others to make links, and
organized visits of groups of teachers in bath directions. For example,
following a trip to Palestine that Camden Abu Dis orgnised for Camden
students, Camden school students organized assemblies on the issus of
Falesting, and posted information on ther wabsite

Camden Abu Dis has a very usefis! webstte — wow carmndenabudis nst — and it
has produced a number of publications, =rr1:lu-:;1=|r-g ‘The First Six Days” -
published in 2007 - an oral histery of 1967 from an Abu Dis point of view, and
“Waices from Abu Dis” - forthcoming In auturns 2008 - telling the Palestinian
narrative through individual human stories. it started a campaign about the
issue of Palestinian children prisoners

5 Galena Road, Hammersmith, London W6 OLT



Camden Abu Dis Friendzship Association has worked on joint projects with
people in Palestine — supporting a community centre, a women's group, a
music teacher, internet in schools and a small clinic. It works with a wide
range of organizations in Palestine and produces a human rights report about
Abu Dis in English and Arabic each month, thus outlining the human rights
violations by [srael.

Camden Abu Dis is also a main engine within the Britain Palestine Twinning
Metwork, which started as a result of a conference in Camden in September
2005, This growing twinning movement now has some thiry partnerships, and
Camden Abu Dis has done a lof to further this movement and to support other
groups. It currently organizes further visits between the two comminities an
behalf of the network and i is committed to sharing its strong experience with
other groups and to helping other twinning friendships to form.

We are very keen to support the work of Camden Abu Dis Friendship
Association, which has been successful in involving and raising awareness
amang the British people to think and contribute towards the ending of
Palestinian suffering. Its work is extremely valuable and welecomed. We invite
you to support Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association in every way possible.

Yours sinceraly

Ambassador Manuel Hazsgssian

Palestinian Delegate General to the UK
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How you can help CADFA

ad

Become a member

Set up a standing order every month

Invite us to talk in your place of work, organisation etc

Encourage your group, organisation to join and take part in CADFA's

activities

Distribute our literature

Organise a fund-raising event

Help us with media links

Share your good ideas

Take on a specific responsibility

Allocate a definite time-slot (could be once a week?) to help us with
min or odd jobs

Join a links group

Help with a particular project (a visit, an event...)

Volunteer in Palestine

Talk to us please — There is a lot to do and there are a lot of ways to

be involved!

contact@camdenabudis.net

L1 $%& (! ) # $%&(!

*+&1, %#$ +

19



Photos

On front: Our new book, “Voices”, drama group at Dar Assadaqa, CADFA music teacher in Abu Dis, making
a banner for protest about the Israeli attacks on Gaza, loading relief for Gaza in Abu Dis, delivering letters to
an MEP, Dar Assadaga summer camp 2008, CADFA volunteer in Abu Dis, Abu Dis youth visit to Britain
2008

Above: music visit to Britain 2009, one of the CADFA visits to Palestine, Palestinian women visitors deliver
letters to an MP, CADFA youth film project, women visitors on a Twinning Network visit organised by
CADFA.
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